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are not permanently stitched to my body, that 

maybe I do have a tiny thread of “trendy” hidden 
underneath my infatuation with do-it-yourself, classic 
rock and comfort. Recently, I took the plunge into the 
iPod revolution, and apparently I’m just in time as 
Angela brings us the making of a video for an innovative 
album release on a multimedia DVD that will play on 
our iPods. 

Featuring medical marijuana as the cover story was a 
hard decision to make. But on a trek to upper-campus— 
as | caught whiff of second-hand “herb” lining the air— 
my decision was reaffirmed and I realized marijuana 
use is not a secret. With so many opinions on pain and 
its remedies, Ben and I felt intrigued to at least try to 
establish some understanding of where California stands 
on the issue of medical marijuana. 

For this month’s Hot Topic, we looked past the 
news reports and political blame of Hurricane Katrina 
and found out what students at CSULB are thinking. 
Ashamed, some admitted Katrina seems like another 
Sept. 11 or tsunami, except without the great feelling 
of patriotism and unity. But still, they each expressed 
honesty and a desire to understand something that seems 
so distant. 


Lauren Nelson, 
Editor in Chief 


S ometimes I pretend that my jeans and flip-flops 
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This veteran Dig writer took time out from talking to 
strangers and drinking coffee to revisit the scene of the 
crime: the dorms, where her first years of college were 

etched forever into her brain. See what she discovered on 
page 13. 


Jessica Cooper 


Currently a fashion 
merchandising major 
at CSULB, Cooper is 
an innovative fash- 
ionista herself. This 
month she shares her 
secrets on how to en- 
hance an outfit with a 
few simple additions, 
as well as her favorite 
shops to make the 
look happen. 


F Bass 


Dancing and writing is her passion, but this free- 
spirit has recently fallen in love with the “City of 
Fountains,” even though it means not-so-elegant 
cobblestone streets and more America than she 
hoped. On page 15, Jeanette reveals the reality she is 
uncovering in France. 
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Dawning of a New Era 


Upstart band redefines the album 
format with a revolutionary multimedia 
full-length debut. 
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Who says SIZB doesn matte r? When it comes to necklaces, the bigger the better! Whether it’s two feet of dainty 


stones, or chunky wooden beads, getting your neck noticed is what is important. However, don’t just jump on the oversize bandwagon; 
to stand out from the crowd, get creative. I’ve found that making my own necklaces can be simple and fun. Visit your local bead shop, 
strand together your favorite stones and stay on top of the trends while crafting your own style. 


Buckle t Up, guys! jonger just keeping your pants 
up, belts are now a com tion of fashion and function. The 
various materials that can be paited with buckles shape overall 

i style. Silver contributed to the rock star style of a Guns N’ Roses 
uckle I recently saw, while copper with turquoise accents 
offered a rustic look to a vintage-inspired belt by Virgins, Saints 
and Angels. Get yourself noticed with a buckle that will add 
style to your favorite pair of jeans. 


Not since the slap bracelets of our youth have wrists been adorned the way they are With the trucker hat style finally waning 
today. From Nicole Richie to the girl standing in front of you at the Coffee Bean, (thank God!), this season brings a more 
bangles are back in a big way. Some prefer them big and eye catching polished look to hats for men. Big in fall 
enough to make a statement on their own, while others opt for something a bit is the fedora. Although this style hat has 
sleeker by layering them on. ShopKitson.com and other similar online boutiques been around for years, subtle design twists 
sell bangles made by Alexi Bittar and Pono that will run anywhere from $135-$200. bring this classic look into current fashion. 
But don’t lose hope if you can’t spend the extra cash. I snagged some suspiciously Goorin Bros. uses textures and prints to put 
similar looking bangles from an upper campus vendor for about $10. How or where _—_ 4 Spin on the classic looks of Sinatra’s days. 
you get them is not important, having them on your wrist is. For something a little less dramatic than the 
fedora, try the military-inspired cadet cap. 
Twill weaves, wools, and herringbone make 
for an easy transition of the cadet into the Fall 
rs C eC N) O U rs i and Winter seasons. So all of you that got 


sucked into that trucker hat trend— 


“You got Punk'd!" 
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Hotiopic What is your reaction 


It s sad that 0 our = government was: ‘slow to react. It’s hard to place 
] e sure that aid—as far 


It almost brings tears to your eyes every time you hear a news report 
Concesning the plight of the displaced people of New Orleans. Considering 
we're the greatest country on the face o earth, it is very hard to belie 
that the flood victims suffered for so long without aid. 

Kenny Conner, Electrical Engineering 


I’m not sure there’s any one to blame, except for the fact that the city 
was developed below sea level. Sooner or later, this was bound to 
happen. Afterall, they were relying on a weak levee. I definitely think the 
government has a responsibility to help the recovery, but they can’t be 
blamed for a natural disaster. 

Matt Smith, Kinesiology 


almost impossible to put yourself in their shoes—not only 
t having to move to a different place, and trusting that the 
' t fast [when] you really need them. But they didn’t 
react right away and that is what is disappointing. 
Josue Torres, Education 


happe s that we even begin to care. It’s really disappointing and 
. eae ae } our country that it takes something of this 


Dawning ofa New Era? 


Upstart band redefines the album format with 
a revolutionary multimedia full-length debut. 


arriving on the set of a Los Angeles video shoot, the sun 
eals the sparkles of sweat dripping from crew members and 
“stretching dancers alike. 

Inside the green warehouse, located off the 101 freeway, The 
Sun appears fully-clad in white and green ensembles and ready 
to rock! If not for their cool outfits, band members Chris Burney, 
Sam Brown, Bryan Arendt, Brad Forsblom and Brad Caulkins 
just might be unidentifiable as rock-stars. A new and young band, 
hailing from Ohio, The Sun are about to make their major-label 


On the fourth day of the video shoot, The Sun awaits 
make-up and production. 


BY ANGELA BURKE 


debut on Warner Bros. Records in a very unique way. 

Today, they are shooting “Justice,” one of 14 videos they plan 
to shoot for each track on their new album, “Blame It on the 
Youth.” An odd concept for any band, especially a new band. 

“We want to present our debut album in a way that would be 
interesting and unique,” the band collectively said. “Our idea is 
to make this record available in modern mediums that address 
the way fans are finding their music now and in the future.” 
The Sun’s debut release bypasses the conventional 


audio-only CD, and highlights 14 new original songs with 
accompanying videos for every selection. This approach 
re-defines the concept of a traditional album. Audio tracks 
embedded in the DVD will also allow fans to rip high 
resolution WAV (video) files directly into their computers, CD 
burners and iPods—creating a product uniquely geared to the 
way consumers are discovering and disseminating new music. 

“The Sun’s goal in this project is to cover every type of 
fan,” video director Sean Foster (Sugarcult, Deftones, Taproot) 
said. “Their album will be easily accessible for the vinyl lover 
and the iPod kid.” 

Music as an industry has flourished with the development 
of the vinyl record, the eight-track, the audio-cassette, and 
the compact disc. But with computer innovations and file- 
sharing networks drastically bringing music sales to a hault in 
the late 1990s, the average music purchaser is left unsatisfied 
with a simple CD. 


Most recently, Apple has revitalized its industry and 
purchasing practices with the iPod—a sleek and compact digital 
music player that is accompanied with a music downloading and 
storage program, iTunes. Most attractive to iTunes is its click- 
of-a-mouse music store accessibility—where songs, albums and 
customized playlists can be downloaded and bought. Many artists 
have taken advantage of iTunes by releasing “iTunes exclusive” 
as an incentive to purchase music. 

With anti-piracy advocated by music artists in recent years, 
as well as the birth of the iPod generation, a cohesive marketing 
campaign between the music, the artist and the digital music 
industry has been very apparent. It has also become essential 
to launching new artists and keeping veterans in the process. 
Catering to the needs of the iPod savvy is a fundamental step for 
record labels and musicians trying to boost sales. Unfortunately, 
selling a good album requires more than just talented musicians. 
Artists must add offline value to a CD purchase. 


“The Sun"*s goal in this project 
is to cover every type of fan. 
Their album will be easily 
accessible for the vinyl lover. 
and the iPod kid.” 


“When I was younger and I first starting buying CDs, I was 
always excited to get something extra, even like a sticker,” Brad 
Forsblom, bass player said. “It always made me like a band 

even more. I think our DVD encompasses so many extras, unlike 
anything before. It’s something different since people aren’t 
really buying CDs.” 

A hometown team—including Foster and graphic artists—help 
the The Sun keep video budgets low and offer on site support. 

While most artists are looking to team up with digital music 
companies for marketing benefits, The Sun is shooting for further 
music accessibility on all music playing levels. 

Their approach is innovative and intriguing. But so is their 
sound. “Blame It on the Youth,” released exclusively on DVD 
Sept. 13, renders fused sounds of country, bluegrass, electronica, 
rock and punk rock. Seems like an almost impossible feat, but 
The Sun is musically refreshing and modest about their talent. 

“Musically, the album made itself,” The Sun’s lead-singer, 
Chris Burney said. “This record, with all the videos, is just our 
first step to establishing ourselves.” 

Should this project be successful, The Sun might pave the 
road for a new direction of music in the digital age. But, they 
themselves may not understand the enormity of what they are 
doing. 

“We just liked making videos with our friends and we made 
some for a few of our songs,” Burney said. “Then it spawned 
into this project. The result is an album that we are already more 
than proud of.” 

“Tm just happy to be doing music for a living and just want to 
be able to support myself doing music,” Forsblom humbly added. 

As the heat in the empty warehouse almost becomes 
unbearable, the shoot still has a long way to go. Burney and 
Forsblom are summoned to get ready for another shot sequence. 

“You know there are only a handful of videos being played on 
MTV,” Foster said. “The cool thing about this approach is that it 
really gives bands a reason, and a new media outlet to continue to 
create videos.” 
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BY BEN HOOKER AND LAUREN NELSON 


e’ve all had the same 

conversation. “Have you smoked 

it?,” “Do you think it should be 
legal?,” “What would happen if it was 
legalized...?” 

Out of 58 counties throughout 
California, only five are accepting 
applicants for medical marijuana licenses. 
The reason for our state’s hesitancy is due 

_toaU.S. Supreme Court ruling in June 

stating that patients who cultivate or 
_ possess marijuana for their own use can 
__ be prosecuted. 

_ “Anybody can get a card. You just pay 
around $150, sometimes less and tell the 
doctor in question you have chronic back 
pain or migraine headaches,” said Chris, 
a third year Cal State Long Beach student 
who—along with others—asked to remain 
anonymous for fear he will be arrested. 

Some think it is because of people 
like Chris—who do not use marijuana for 
medicinal purposes—that many patients 
are losing their rights. 

Under Proposition 215—which was 
passed by 56 percent of California voters 
in 1996—patients and some caregivers 
who possess or cultivate marijuana 
for medical purposes are exempt from 
criminal laws that prohibit marijuana use. 
Physicians who recommend the drug for 
medical treatment are also protected. 

Corruption within medical circles 
is creating a loophole for people to 
purchase marijuana when they don’t 
necessarily need it. 

Many would view Chris’ doctor as a 
contributor to this corruption. 


“Marijuana—whether smoked or ingested—has allowed 
my patients to lead their lives free from pain, without the 
adverse side affects of pain reducers I’ve been accustomed to 
prescribing in the past,” said Chris’ doctor who also wanted to 
remain anonymous. 

“I’d love for a Supreme Court justice to follow me around 
for one day,” said another marijuana license distributor, Dr. 
Robert E. Sullivan from his Lake Forest office. 

His “stated business” is to help qualified patients ameliorate 
their medical problems and symptoms with the use of cannabis. 

“If [these justices] were honest, they couldn’t leave the 
office unimpressed,” he said. 

In 2004 Dr. Sullivan and his colleague Dr. Philip A. Denney 
opened offices in Sacramento, Redding and Lake Forrest. 

“Our goal was to make our service available so that anyone 
in the state could drive to one of our offices and return home to 
sleep in their own bed that night,” he said. 

But today, in the wake of the Supreme Court decision, 
Sullivan’s Orange County patients may have trouble finding 
their medication. 

Cannabis clubs—dispensaries where members can 
buy, mingle and sometimes smoke—started popping up 
when California legalized marijuana for medical use with 
Proposition 215, also known as the Compassionate Use Act. 


M.D., sent a letter to each supervisor throughout the county 
stating that, “The preliminary recommendation will be to 
promulgate the medical marijuana program policies, expand 
the program to other counties and continue enrollment.” 

In other words, California is not showing signs of slowing 
down. He goes on to say that if the state follows established 
guidelines within Proposition 215, the government not only has 
a right, but a “statutory duty” to administer medical marijuana 
for those who need it. 

Damon, an anonymous graduate student and fellow patient 
of Chris is cynical about the future. 

“The only advantage of having a [medical marijuana] card 
is that you get access to some of the best herb out there. If you 
get caught, the burden of proof is on you,” he said. 

For those seeking marijuana for recreation or stress release, 
be prepared to defend yourself in court. 

“The judge has to agree that you require the marijuana for 
pain. If he doesn’t, then you suffer the consequences,” he said. 

The outlook for patients is not looking too good. In proving 
legality when cultivating or possessing marijuana, patients are 
on their own. However, physicians prescribing the drug stand 
a much better chance in defending their practices. Since the 
ruling, Dr. Sullivan has observed about a 10 percent decrease 
in patient visits. He says his patient numbers are decreasing 


“The only advantage of having a [medical marijuanal card is 
that you get access to some of the best herb out there. Ifyou 
get caught, the burden of proof is on you.” 


Recently, many have taken advantage of the state’s compassion 
by opening unlicensed clubs—which has not helped the cause 
for those who say that they genuinely need the medical herb. 

_ The owner/operator of an Orange County medical delivery 
service estimated that anywhere between 50 and 75 percent 
of the local dispensaries have shut down since the court’s 
ruling, but no one can say for sure. Dispensaries do not want 
unnecessary attention, or—worse yet—a reputation. 

“Any publicity is bad publicity,” said the owner of a 
local dispensary, which is no longer distributing cannabis 
in response to the Supreme Court’s recent ruling. Today’s 
pressure on cannabis clubs is coming from the federal 
government, not necessarily the local police. 

The owner of the closed-down club also asserted, “The 
federal government, with the Patriot Act, decided that anybody 
with medical marijuana is a terrorist.” 

The implications are serious. Since the court’s decision 
poses no threat to doctors who are operating in accordance 
with Proposition 215, physicians have no reason to stop issuing 
recommendations to deserving patients. 

In June, the California Department of Health Services 
suspended its medical marijuana identification card program. 
They did this in response to the Supreme Court ruling, fearing 
that the federal government might single out California as a 
rogue state. 

However, one month after the ruling, Los Angeles County’s 
Director and Chief Medical Officer, Thomas L. Garthwaite 


in response to the Supreme Court ruling because patients feel 
their rights are being threatened. 

“We physicians are in a pretty secure position,” Sullivan 
said. “We have a main priority of following the law.” 

The irony is clear: Federal statutes upheld by the Supreme 
Court’s decision, which conflict with, but do not overturn 
Proposition 215—are indirectly causing patients with 
legitimate recommendations to either live without their 
efficacious medication or to support black market activity. 
Dispensaries bold enough to keep operating may be forced 
underground to work with black market level secrecy, what 
some say is reminiscent of the prohibition era. 

“My patients are workers—they want to get up and 
work. They have personal ambitions and families to support. 
[Cannabis] helps them with their pain and their sleep,” 
Sullivan said. 

People who smoke marijuana are not always the criminals 
overwhelming our prisons. It is an ideological dispute, whose 
implications could change the face and standards of our 
country, but it is a dispute nonetheless. 

California, along with the 10 other states currently 
distributing medical marijuana, may eventually seek a 
definitive law providing for their cause. It appears for now that 
this issue will remain a local one, and marijuana users are one 
step closer to legitimizing their needs. 
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Underground: INTERLUDE 


BRINGING PUNK TO 
THE BEACH yyecyncoxs 


PHOTOS BY ANGELA MEJIA 


e-sign above the entrance at The Brigg is adorned with prison 
s. Its ominous black entrance bears a resemblance to places 

r mother warned you about. Do not be fooled by the gruff 
exterior, because inside it is a completely unique environment all 
its own. 

As you enter, the stage is set in front of a decent-sized dance/ 
pit area behind which stands a mid-bar completely constructed of 
80s skateboard decks, some of them autographed. The walls are 
painted blood-red and decked with posters, flyers and punk-art, 
the main bar running along the back wall. 

The Brigg is not a “punk bar,” but it is unique to say the least. 
Inside, it is the people who bring out personality. 

“The last thing we want is for this place to be labeled,” bar 
manager Kevin “Brick” Brickman said. 

So why name it The Brigg? Since the outset, punk music 
has been reserved for, well, punks—social outlaws. They are 
outspoken, eccentric and underground, much like the Brigg. 

“The name goes along with all us criminals,” Brickman jokes. 

The bar/venue was opened with the vision of providing a 
place for people to hear great music and, in turn, help bands get 
exposure in the process. That vision is being fulfilled by owner 
Cherokee Parks. 

Opening a venue, and the ensuing struggle of gaining loyal 


clientele, is not how most would hope to retire, but Cherokee 
“Chief” Parks is not the typical retiree. 

“T played for the NBA in front of millions on national TV,” 
Parks said. “This is so much better than that!” 

Cherokee grew up drawing inspiration from bands like 
T.S.O.L. and Agent Orange. His roots remained with him through 
his career in professional basketball, his numerous tattoos a 
lasting sign of his punk origins. “True Grit” it says across his 
knuckles, a permanent mark noting subtle familiarity to the 
ambience of the venue itself. 

Each month since its inception, Parks has done his best to 
utilize his venue to gather support for a broad range of civic 
concerns. During the month of October, proceeds raised through 
raffles and draft beer sales were donated to relief efforts for the 
victims of Hurricane Katrina and in a similar benefit, the bar rose 
funds for Hepatitis C awareness. 

One of the major differences between The Brigg and other 
venues is that they often showcase bands that might otherwise go 
unnoticed. 

“If your band wants to play, most likely you’ll get the 
chance,” Parks said. “If you play at this club, you’re going to 
get paid. I don’t care if 20 or 200 heads show up, we’ll show our 
appreciation somehow.” 

On the bar side of the Brigg, drinks are cheap, ($1 Pabst-Blue 
Ribbon drafts) and the staff is fun and accommodating. There 
usually is not a cover charge (unless otherwise posted), but bring 
your i.d.’s because it is 21-and-over at the door. 

“Come check out a show,” Parks said. “You won’t be 
disappointed.” 


The Brigg: 


17208 Pacific Coast Hwy. 
(near Warner Avenue 

21 and over. 

4 p.m. to 2 a.m. 


rs beet ll (Se 


Brickman raves over 
a new drink. 


The Brigg shines before nightfall. 


feats oe an ane 2) 0 


Dorm room keg parties, 
shower curtain slip ‘n’ slides 
through the hallways and 
sex-obsessed roommates 


fail to meet the standards for the university’s 
list of dorm-living benefits that coax 
prospective freshmen into living the on- 
campus college experience—complete with 
communal showers and not-so-home-cooked 
cafeteria dining. But for some, these key 
things are what stick out most when looking 
back on dorm living; for others coming in, 
these are the things they hope to experience. 

When Cal State Long Beach student Kara 
Adan, 21, passes Parkside Commons, she 
mulls over the good—and not so good— 
memories of the two years she lived in the 
dorms. All-night parties with her suitemates, 
horrible dorm food and building vs. building 
water fights during hot nights are memories 
Adan is not willing to forget. 

Like most students living in the dorms, 
finding out that you have a roommate from 
hell is just a part of the price. 

“Last year a girl went through two 
roommates because she kept having sex 
while her roommates were in bed,” said 
Cerritos Hall resident advisor, Desiree 
Robles. 

Robles is surprised and relieved at 
how calm each of the buildings have been 
this semester—aside from one building’s 
occurrence of alcohol poisoning during the 
first week of school. 

But only minutes after praising this year’s 


Dorm Debauchery 


BY KATIE PLOURD 


responsible dormers, the fire alarm blares 
and Robles makes her first “bust” of the 
semester. Someone is smoking marijuana 
in his dorm room, pretty gutsy considering 
candles are not even allowed in the dorm 
buildings. 

For freshman Kevin Di Leo, drugs and 
alcohol are not causing problems, but the noise 
is. 

“There’s always loud ‘gangsta’ rap and 
stuff going on,” Di Leo said. 

Robles knows some residents try to be 
sly. Once she walked in on baking soda fight, 
where people were covered in white powder 
and the stench of alcohol filled the air. 

“T see a lot of backpacks at night, and I 
know they’re not studying,” Robles said. 

One of the more creative dorm 


Underground: SCENE 


happenings was when the boys made a 
poker-sauna room in the bathroom and then 
used the shower curtains to slip ‘n’ slide 
through the hallways after being greased up 
with dish soap. 

Part of the college experience is s learning 
to deal with people, and perhaps the best 
way to do that is by sharing a few bathroom 
stalls and a stuffy 15-by-11 space with them. 

Third year CSULB student Carla 
Hernandez has had plenty of bad roommates. 

Having the fan on and coming in at the 
wrong times sparked nasty disputes during 
her second year. 

“T would come in at the wrong hour, 

I would wake her up at the wrong hour,” 
Hernandez said. 

The fighting persisted until Hernandez’ 
roommate moved out at the end of the semester. 
Resident Coordinator, Liz Miller says 

these incidents are rare. In Parkside alone, 
there is usually only one incident each year 
that results in a room switch. 

A lottery system determines who gets a 
room in the dorms. Students are then placed 
according to their preference between the 
various halls. 

Coordinators match students based 
on questionnaires that reflect interests, 
schedules, majors and sleeping habits. 

“T try to think about what students are 
going to fight about during the year and try 
to avoid that,” Miller said, expecting some 
roommate issues to arise. 

Students may also request a specific 
roommate, and Miller says their wish will be 
granted if both students request each other. 

When Hernandez found out about the 
requesting process, it became a precious 
commodity after her bouts with previous 
roommates. 


“[My new roommate and I] have some 
different interests but we’re both tolerant 
of each other and we get along fine,” 
Hernandez said, proving that differences can 


October 2005 13 


Underground: KITCHEN 


5 For Desert? 


Try this European-inspired cheese plate 


b 
BY ANGELA MEJIA 


ix up dessert this Fall with flavors that will make your taste buds 

dance with pleasure! The candied almonds and fresh figs will 
satisfy your sweet tooth, while the soft cheese and toasted bread give 
body and texture to this satisfying course. Together these salty and 
sweet tastes compliment one another and make for a delicious dessert. 


Cheese plate 


Serves 6 


1 Block Gouda cheese 

1 Loaf walnut bread or other dark, dense 
bread (from local bakery) 

Fresh figs 

Candied almonds 


5 TIF alme nds 


1 Cup sugar 
4 Cup water 
1 %4 Cup slivered almonds, toasted 


Preparation 

Place foil on workspace where almonds 
can dry. Heat sugar and water in a heavy 
medium-sized saucepan over low heat 

until sugar dissolves. Stir when needed. 
Once sugar dissolves (about 5 minutes), 
increase heat to a boil and let the mixture 
sit until it turns a light amber color (about 

8 minutes). It burns easily, so watch closely 
and have the almonds ready. Mix almonds 
with mixture until completely coated. 
Immediately pour onto the foil, separating 
the cluster with two forks. You must work 
fast because the almonds will stick together. 
Let stand until cooled completely (mixture 
will harden and your candied almonds will 
be ready to serve). 


Finish off the Plate: 

Slice cheese, toast bread and cut figs. Place 
on a plate with candied almonds and... 
you’re done! 
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Fountains create the 
ambiance in Aix. 


nyone ane has faveled abroad knows aout aitiety In my 

case, the destination is neither dreary nor plagued by war; 

but it is unlike any destination I have ever experienced, in 
terms of atmosphere, food and in particular, its people. 

France is an amazing country. In the last two months since 
I arrived, I have learned more about myself in situations I 
could never have dreamed. It’s peculiar to experience growth 
manipulated by a foreign influence, as if U.S. and French cultures 
collide and purge the leftovers onto me. 

Aix-en-Provence—a small, quaint town 20 miles outside 
Marseille in the South—is where I will reside for the next nine 
months. Aside from short excursions throughout Europe, I feel 
the need to adjust quickly to my new life so that I can eventually 
call this town, country and continent my home. 

Americans and other exchange students from all over the 
globe come to Aix, the “City of Fountains,” to study and 
improve their French. The locals are accustomed to lost students 
wandering the streets with maps turned upside down and huge 
question marks donning their foreheads. 

The locals are more or less patient with our attempts to relay 
messages through rough translation. This, paired with the fact 
that the city itself is gorgeous, 
filled with it’s old and surreal =e 
architecture, naturally beautiful = 
fountains and abundant lack 
of dirt, aid in the assimilation 
process. 

Despite having a deep history, 
Aix is extremely chic, trendy 
and wealthy with boutiques on 
every corner and the younger 
crowd scampering around as if 
they belong in a magazine. Men 
and women in Aix are pioneers 
of style, putting most American 
students to shame. 

This city is the epitome of 
“deep French.” It is the size 
of Long Beach in terms of 
population, yet it’s no larger than 
Seal Beach. Aix is a modern 
college town in a classic European 
setting. 

The French primarily eat pizza, 
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Glamour vs. Reality in France 


How studying in France is making one CSULB 
student question her French obsession. 


BY JEANETTE PRATHER 


baguettes, wine, fish and nearly anything that tastes good with 
cheese. They usually eat dinner between 8 and 10 p.m. and party 
throughout the night. 

Despite the vibrant college life, American influence is all 
around. From music to dance moves, nightclubs in cater to 
foreigners. “Discotheque” employees play popular American 
songs, which does not help those of us trying to embrace every 
aspect. From my perspective, foreign students are here to learn 
the French language and culture, so we should conform to them; 
they should not have to conform to us. 

The atmosphere in Aix is exactly what you would expect Bon 
a small European town: green and lush during the day and potent 
with the smell of fresh flowers and dimly lit candles and smoke 
during the evenings. 

Let’s be honest, though; there are the times when city workers 
spray down the romantically dim-lit cobblestone streets, leaving 
us to wade through the streams of debris and dog excrement 
as we make our way through the city. The street musicians— 
talented as they are—often mix their entertainment of passers-by 
with drunken noise on late nights. This can become overbearing 
at times. 

Aside from these slightly negative differences, everything 
is new, terrifying, confusing, invigorating and, at times, 
overwhelming. The exchange students occupying this city are 
dealing with this commitment in their own ways, although there 
seems to be one universal mindset: Just live! 


The marketplace as seen from Jeanette's window. 
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WANTED: 


Writers, copy-editors and advertisers. Stop by the Dig office in SSPA-030 for more 
information. Attend one of our meetings held every Monday at 10 a.m. If you are unable to 
attend, we will work around your schedule. It doesn’t matter what you are majoring in or if 
you think you don’t know how to write, everyone is welcome to hangout and become a part 
of the Dig experience. 


Phone number: (562) 985-7984 
E-mail: digmag_ csulb@yahoo.com 


MAGAZINE DISPLAY RATES FOR ADVERTISING 


Dig Magazine is a monthly publication that explores a variety of subjects of interest fo the CSULB 
campus. Space reservation deadline and copy deadline is 2 weeks prior fo publication date. 


FULL PAGE 1/2 PAGE 1/4 PAGE 1/8 PAGE 
7S? wx 07h TS x5 4 AS wx Sh 375 wx25h 


$600.00 $300.00 $150.00 $75.00 
<300.00> <$150.00> <$75.00> <$45.00> 


To advertise, contact 
Beverly Munson, General 
Color Included! Manager 


<Non-profit rate> 562/985-5736 
: bmunson@csulb.edu 


